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LECTURE TO EXPLORE POLITICAL ETHICS
MISSOULA—
A leading thinker on how religion influences society will visit The University of Montana 
next month to talk about the dangers lurking in a society that has slipped its ethical moorings.
Robert Bellah, Elliott Professor of Sociology Emeritus at University of California, 
Berkeley, will present “Ethical Politics: Illusion or Reality” at 8 p.m. Monday, April 3, in the 
University Theatre.
Bellah’s talk is the next installment of the President’s Lecture Series and is presented in 
conjunction with UM’s College of Arts and Sciences as the Henry Bugbee Annual Lecture in 
Philosophy.
Earlier that day, from 3:10 to 4:30 p.m., Bellah will give a seminar titled “The Evolution 
of Consciousness and Religion” in Gallagher Business Building Room 123.
Both events are free and open to the public.
In 2000, President Clinton awarded Bellah the National Humanities Medal for his efforts 
to illuminate the importance of community in American society.
Bellah received a doctorate in sociology and Far Eastern languages from Harvard 
University in 1955. He taught at Harvard, then moved on in 1967 to the University of California,
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Berkeley, where he was Ford Professor of Sociology and served as chairman of the university’ 
Center for Japanese and Korean Studies.
He is co-author of “Habits of the Heart: Individualism and Commitment in American 
Life,” which won a Los Angeles Times Book Prize in 1985.
Bellah also is the author of “Imagining Japan: The Japanese Tradition and Its Modem 
Interpretation” and co-author of “The Good Society.”
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